
NEVER ALONE
2. In the Wilderness



WHAT DOES THE WILDERNESS TEACH US? 
How is it different than the valley?



T1 THE WILDERNESS EXPOSES WHAT WE LACK.
Deuteronomy 8:1-5



1 “Be careful to obey all the commands I am giving 
you today. Then you will live and multiply, and you 

will enter and occupy the land the Lord swore to give 
your ancestors. 2Remember how the Lord your God 

led you through the wilderness for these forty years, 
humbling you and testing you to prove your 

character, and to find out whether or not you would 
obey his commands.

Deuteronomy 8:1-2



3Yes, he humbled you by letting you go hungry and 
then feeding you with manna, a food previously 

unknown to you and your ancestors. He did it to teach 
you that people do not live by bread alone; rather, we 

live by every word that comes from the mouth of 
the Lord. 4For all these forty years your clothes didn’t 
wear out, and your feet didn’t blister or swell. 5Think 

about it: Just as a parent disciplines a child, 
the Lord your God disciplines you for your own good.

Deuteronomy 8:3-5



WHAT ARE THE TOUGHEST FEELINGS WE
DEAL WITH IN THE WILDERNESS?



T2 THE WILDERNESS HELPS
US REACH OUR POTENTIAL.

Psalms 142:1-7



5 1 I cry out to the Lord; I plead for the Lord’s mercy.
2 I pour out my complaints before him and tell him all 

my troubles. 3When I am overwhelmed, you alone 
know the way I should turn. Wherever I go,
my enemies have set traps for me. 4 I look for 

someone to come and help me, but no one gives me 
a passing thought! No one will help me;

no one cares a bit what happens to me.
Psalms 147:1-4



5 5 Then I pray to you, O Lord. I say, “You are my place 
of refuge. You are all I really want in life. 6Hear my 

cry, for I am very low. Rescue me from my 
persecutors, for they are too strong for me. 7Bring 
me out of prison so I can thank you. The godly will 

crowd around me, for you are good to me.”
Psalms 147:5-7



WHY IS IT HARD TO BE STILL AND LISTEN?
How does God speak to you?



T3 THE WILDERNESS TEACHES US TO 
DEPEND ON GOD. 1 Kings 19:3-10



3 Elijah was afraid and fled for his life. He went to 
Beersheba, a town in Judah, and he left his servant 
there. 4Then he went on alone into the wilderness, 

traveling all day. He sat down under a solitary broom 
tree and prayed that he might die. “I have had 

enough, Lord,” he said. “Take my life, for I am no 
better than my ancestors who have already died.”
5Then he lay down and slept under the broom tree. 
But as he was sleeping, an angel touched him and 

told him, “Get up and eat!”
1 Kings 19:3-5



6 He looked around and there beside his head was 
some bread baked on hot stones and a jar of water! 

So he ate and drank and lay down again.
7Then the angel of the Lord came again and touched 

him and said, “Get up and eat some more, or the 
journey ahead will be too much for you.” 8So he got 

up and ate and drank, and the food gave him enough 
strength to travel forty days and forty nights to 

Mount Sinai, the mountain of God.
1 Kings 19:6-8



9 There he came to a cave, where he spent the night.
But the Lord said to him, “What are you doing here, 

Elijah?” 10Elijah replied, “I have zealously served 
the Lord God Almighty. But the people of Israel have 

broken their covenant with you, torn down your 
altars, and killed every one of your prophets. I am the 
only one left, and now they are trying to kill me, too.”

1 Kings 19:9-10


