
First Things First
2. The Law of Multiplication



T1 MULTIPLICATION REQUIRES OBEDIENCE.
Deuteronomy 15:7-15



7 But if there are any poor Israelites in your towns 
when you arrive in the land the Lord your God is giving 

you, do not be hard-hearted or tightfisted toward 
them.8 Instead, be generous and lend them whatever 

they need. 9 Do not be mean-spirited and refuse 
someone a loan because the year for canceling debts 
is close at hand. If you refuse to make the loan and the 

needy person cries out to the Lord, you will be 
considered guilty of sin.

Deuteronomy 15:7-9



10 Give generously to the poor, not grudgingly, for 
the Lord your God will bless you in everything you 

do. 11 There will always be some in the land who are 
poor. That is why I am commanding you to share freely 

with the poor and with other Israelites in need.
12 “If a fellow Hebrew sells himself or herself to be 

your servant and serves you for six years, in the 
seventh year you must set that servant free.

Deuteronomy 15:10-12



13 “When you release a male servant, do not send him 
away empty-handed.14 Give him a generous farewell 

gift from your flock, your threshing floor, and your 
winepress. Share with him some of the bounty with 

which the Lord your God has blessed 
you. 15 Remember that you were once slaves in the 
land of Egypt and the Lord your God redeemed you! 

That is why I am giving you this command.
Deuteronomy 15:13-15



T2 MULTIPLICATION REQUIRES
FAITH AND HUMILITY.

Luke 5:4-11



4 When he had finished speaking, he said to 
Simon, “Now go out where it is deeper, and let down 

your nets to catch some fish.” 5 “Master,” Simon 
replied, “we worked hard all last night and didn’t 

catch a thing. But if you say so, I’ll let the nets down 
again.” 6 And this time their nets were so full of fish 

they began to tear!
Luke 5:4-6



7 A shout for help brought their partners in the other 
boat, and soon both boats were filled with fish and on 

the verge of sinking. 8 When Simon Peter realized 
what had happened, he fell to his knees before Jesus 

and said, “Oh, Lord, please leave me—I’m such a sinful 
man.” 9 For he was awestruck by the number of fish 

they had caught, as were the others with him.
Luke 5:7-9



10 His partners, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
were also amazed. Jesus replied to Simon, “Don’t be 

afraid! From now on you’ll be fishing for people!” 11 And 
as soon as they landed, they left everything and 

followed Jesus.
Luke 5:10-11



T3 MULTIPLICATION REQUIRES
SUBMISSION AND TRUST.

Luke 9:12-17



12 Late in the afternoon the twelve disciples came 
to him and said, “Send the crowds away to the 

nearby villages and farms, so they can find food and 
lodging for the night. There is nothing to eat here in 
this remote place.”13 But Jesus said, “You feed them.”
“But we have only five loaves of bread and two fish,” 

they answered. “Or are you expecting us to go and 
buy enough food for this whole crowd?”

Luke 9:12-13



14 For there were about 5,000 men there.
Jesus replied, “Tell them to sit down in groups of 

about fifty each.” 15 So the people all sat 
down. 16 Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, 

looked up toward heaven, and blessed them. Then, 
breaking the loaves into pieces, he kept giving the 

bread and fish to the disciples so they could 
distribute it to the people.

Luke 9:14-16



17 They all ate as much as they wanted, and 
afterward, the disciples picked up twelve baskets of 

leftovers!
Luke 9:17


