
KINGDOM COMMANDS
29. DENY YOURSELF



24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you 
wants to be my follower, you must give up your own 

way, take up your cross, and follow me. 25 If you try to 
hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up 

your life for my sake, you will save it.
Matthew 16:24-25



Self-Righteousness
If we think we are usually good, then God is usually 

irrelevant... Such thinking ignores the depths of sin in 
my own heart, and, in essence, it elevates me so that I 

am just a mildly flawed imitation of God rather than 
someone completely dependent on Him.

Edward T Welch
Self-righteousness is the devil's masterpiece to make 

us think well of ourselves.
Thomas Adams



T1 THE GOSPEL OFFENDS 
THE SELF-RIGHTEOUS. 

Matthew 23:27-28



27 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law 
and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are like 

whitewashed tombs—beautiful on the outside but 
filled on the inside with dead people’s bones and all 

sorts of impurity. 28 Outwardly you look like righteous 
people, but inwardly your hearts are filled with 

hypocrisy and lawlessness.
Matthew 23:27-28



Ego
A bad day for your ego is a great day for your soul.

Jillian Michaels
The ego constantly competes with the spirit for control 

over your inner voice.
Darren Johnson

Our own self-love draws a thick veil between us and our 
faults. 

Lord Chesterfield



T2 THE GOSPEL IS COUNTER-
CULTURAL TO THE SELF. 

Philippians 3:7-10



7 I once thought these things were valuable, but now I 
consider them worthless because of what Christ has 

done. 8 Yes, everything else is worthless when 
compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ 

Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything 
else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain 

Christ
Philippians 3:7-8



9 and become one with him. I no longer count on my 
own righteousness through obeying the law; rather, I 

become righteous through faith in Christ. For God’s way 
of making us right with himself depends on faith. 10 I 

want to know Christ and experience the mighty power 
that raised him from the dead. 

Philippians 3:9-10a



Repentance
Repentance and faith are distasteful to the 

unregenerate; they would sooner repeat a thousand 
formal prayers than shed a solitary tear of true 

repentance.  Charles Spurgeon
Four marks of true repentance are: acknowledgement of 
wrong, willingness to confess it, willingness to abandon 

it, and willingness to make restitution.
Corrie Ten Boom



T3 THE GOSPEL CREATES REPENTANCE. 
Luke 18:10-14



10 “Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a 
Pharisee, and the other was a despised tax 

collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed 
this prayer: ‘I thank you, God, that I am not like other 
people—cheaters, sinners, adulterers. I’m certainly 
not like that tax collector! 12 I fast twice a week, and 

I give you a tenth of my income.’
Luke 18:10-12



13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared 
not even lift his eyes to heaven as he prayed. Instead, 
he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be merciful 
to me, for I am a sinner.’ 14 I tell you, this sinner, not the 

Pharisee, returned home justified before God. For those 
who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 

humble themselves will be exalted.”
Luke 18:13-14


