
KINGDOM COMMANDS
39. BE READY. 



42 “So you, too, must keep watch! For you don’t know 
what day your Lord is coming.43Understand this: If a 

homeowner knew exactly when a burglar was 
coming, he would keep watch and not permit his 

house to be broken into. 44You also must be ready all 
the time, for the Son of Man will come when least 

expected.
]Matthew 24:42-44



Preparedness
Plan ahead. It wasn’t raining when Noah built the ark.

Richard Cushing
By failing to prepare you are preparing to fail.

Benjamin Franklin
If you are confident…you have done everything possible 

to prepare yourself…then there is nothing to fear.
Michael Jordan

Despair is the offspring of ill-preparedness.
Donald Williams



C1 BE ALERT.
1 Thessalonians 5:2-6



2 For you know quite well that the day of the Lord’s 
return will come unexpectedly, like a thief in the 

night. 3When people are saying, “Everything is 
peaceful and secure,” then disaster will fall on them 

as suddenly as a pregnant woman’s labor pains 
begin. And there will be no escape.

1 Thessalonians 5:2-3



4But you aren’t in the dark about these things, dear 
brothers and sisters, and you won’t be surprised 

when the day of the Lord comes like a thief. 5For you 
are all children of the light and of the day; we don’t 

belong to darkness and night. 6So be on your guard, 
not asleep like the others. Stay alert and be 

clearheaded.
1 Thessalonians 5:4-6



Anticipation
The rapture will not be secret but open and manifest. 

Its purpose will not be to whisk the elect away from the 
earth for a while until Christ returns for a 'second' 

Second Coming. The purpose of the rapture is to allow 
the saints to meet Jesus in the air as He returns and be 

included in His entourage during His triumphal descent 
from Heaven. His coming in this manner will be 
attended by the general resurrection, the final 
judgment, and the end of the world. RC Sproul



C2 BE EAGER.
2 Peter 3:8-10



8 But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: 
A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, and a 

thousand years is like a day. 9The Lord isn’t really 
being slow about his promise, as some people think. 

No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want 
anyone to be destroyed,  but wants everyone to 

repent.
2 Peter 3:8-9



10 But the day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly 
as a thief. Then the heavens will pass away with a 

terrible noise, and the very elements themselves will 
disappear in fire, and the earth and everything on it 

will be found to deserve judgment.
2 Peter 3:10



Faithfulness
Our world is obsessed with success. But how does God define
success? Success in God’s eyes is faithfulness to His calling.

Billy Graham
The primary reason we lose faith is because we forget the 

faithfulness of God. Maybe that’s why the word ‘remember’ is 
repeated 250 times in Scripture.

Mark Batterson
The primary test of a saint is not failure but faithfulness.

Oswald Chambers



C3 BE FAITHFUL.
Philippians 4:11-13



11Not that I was ever in need, for I have learned how to 
be content with whatever I have. 12 I know how to live on 

almost nothing or with everything. I have learned the 
secret of living in every situation, whether it is with a 
full stomach or empty, with plenty or little. 13For I can 
do everything through Christ, who gives me strength.

Philippians 4:11-13


